
Girl Scouts - Joshua Tree Council

DESERT TORTOISE PATCH
(This program is designed to provide an awareness of

the Desert Tortoise and its battle to survive.  )

The program may be worked on by an individual, a patrol, group, troop or family.  Girls, with their leader, coach,
or parent, will decide which activities they will complete, in addition to the starred (required) activities for their Girl
Scout level.  The program is geared to Brownie through Senior Girl Scouts.

Brownie   :    Complete six activities, including four starred activities.
Junior, Cadette and Senior   :    Complete 15 activities, including nine of those starred.

*1.    Learn about the Desert Tortoise Natural Area (DTNA)
A. Location
B. When established
C. Purpose of the DTNA

*2.    Plan a visit to the DTNA
A. Day visit, list what you see:

(1) Animals
(2) Flora and fauna (plants)
(3) Sounds

B. Night visit, list what you see and hear:
(1) Animals
(2) Flora and fauna (plants)

C. If two separate visits are made, compare the daytime visit list to the nighttime list.

*3.    Share with others.  (Do only if #2 is completed).
A. Brownies:  Write or tell a simple story about what you learned at the DTNA.
B. Juniors, Cadettes and Seniors:  Visit another troop and share your experiences, or submit an article or letter

to a newspaper encouraging tortoise protection.  Keep a copy for your records.

*4.   Examine the goals of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for the Desert Tortoise Natural Area.
SUGGESTION:  Plan a visit to the BLM office in Ridgecrest, visit the Maturango Museum of Indian Wells
Valley, visit the Historical Museum in Randsburg (open weekends only), visit the Tortoise Exhibit in
Bakersfield, or talk with a game warden from the Fish and Game Department.

5. Examine the conflicts in land use for the area and the different effects these uses may have on the Desert
Tortoise.

*6.    Learn about the Fish and Game Department

A. What different things do the game wardens do?

B. What are the fines and restrictions for possession of a Desert Tortoise?

C. How do you get permission to have a tortoise?

*7.    Service projects (complete one).

A. Make a display of facts and information pertaining to the DTNA to share with others, or for the BLM
office.

B. Compile a list of camping sites and the services available near the DTNA.

C. Photograph or draw pictures of the friends and/or predators of the tortoise.  Share with visitors to the
DTNA.


